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Dover Lane to pay musical
tnbute to Zakir Hussain

73“ ANNUAL
THE DOVER LANE MUSIC CONFERENCE

camameg A
TERMATIONAL

“RESS MEET

(Left to nght) Sanjay Ghosh Pt Jyoti Goho, Pt Samar Saha, Ronkini Gupta Sanlay Budhla Amrban Roy, Ankita
Joshi, Sohini Roy Chowdhury and Monotosh Mukherjee at the press meet of the 73rd Dover Lane Annual

Music Conference

Priyanka.Dasgupta
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: The 73rd Dover Lane
Music Conference, which be-
gins on Jan 22, will be offering
the Sangeet Sanman Award to
Indian classical dancer and
teacher Elam Indira Devi, who
is known for her expertise and
scholarship in the classical
dance form of Manipuri.
Apartfrom legends, like Ustad
Zakir Hussain, Ustad Ashish
Khan and Pt Rajeev Taranath,
the conference will also be ded-
icated to its first chairman
Pradipta Shankar Sen.

Bratindra Mustafi, the
chairman of Dover Lane Mu-
sic Conference, told TOI that
this year has seen the loss of
various stalwarts. While Hus-
sain passed away on Dec 16,
Khan breathed his last on Nov
15. Sarod maestro Pandit Ra-
jeev Taranath passed away on
June 11 this year. Another big
loss was the demise of Dover
Lane’s first chairman. Inci-
dentally, Sen was also one of
the founders of the Calcutta
Film Society.

“We will be dedicating our
conference to those whom we
lost. The last time Ustad Zakir
Hussain played at Dover Lane
was in1992. Hedidn't play after
that. Ustad Ashish Khan
played in 2018,” Mustafi said.

Yet, the lineup of the festiv-
al has interesting names. Per-
formances include Ustad
Amaan Ali Bangash (sarod),

We endeavour to
transform Dover
Lane Music Con-
ference into a
convergence of veteran
and new artistry. With
the departure of lumin-
aries like Ustad Rashid
Khan and Ustad Zakir
Hussain, we must dis-
cover emerging virtuo-
s0s who possess the
exceptional prowess to
perpetuate their illus-
trious legacy

Sanjay Budhia | mp-patToN,
DOVER LANE PATRON

Pandit Ulhas Kashalkar (vo-
cal), S Ballesh Bhajantru
(shehnai), Ronkini Gupta (vo-
cal), Kalapini Komkali (vocal),
Sanjoy Ghosh (violin), Vaide-
hi Kulkarni (Kuchipudi), So-
hini Roy Chowdhury (vocal),
Pravin Dogkhindi and Shadaj
Godkhindi (bansuri jugalban-
di), Pandit Sajan Mishra (vo-
cal), Anupama Bhagwat (si-
tar), Geeta Sirisha (Bharatna-
tyam), Pandit Sandipan Sa-
majpati (vocal), Viswa Mohan
Bhatt, Padmini Rao (vocal),
Pandit Tarun Bhattacharya
(santoor), Phil Scraff (saxo-
phone), Vikash Babu (sheh-
nai), Sudip Chakraborty
(kathak), Jayanthi Kumaresh
(veena), Brij Bhushan Goswa-
mi (dhrupad), Ankita Joshi

(vocal) and Subhasis Sabyasa-
chi (pakhwaj and divine
drums). The accompanists in-
clude Pandit Samar Saha, Pan-
dit Jyoti Goho, Pandit Tanmoy
Bose, Pandit Abhijit Banerjee,

Subhojyoti  Guha, Ishan
Ghosh, Parimal Chakraborty,
Rupashree Bhattacharya,

Ram Kumar Mishra and Sana-
tan Goswami, among others.

Sanjay Budhia, MD-Patton
and patron of Dover Lane Mu-
sic Conference, said, “We en-
deavour to transform Dover
Lane Music Conference into a
harmonious convergence of
veteran and new artistry With
the departure of luminaries
like Ustad Rashid Khan and
Ustad Zakir Hussain, we must
discover emerging virtuosos
who possess the exceptional
prowess to perpetuate their il-
lustrious legacy.”

One of the interesting pro-
grammes is the duet of sexage-
narian sitarist Ustad Shujaat
Khan with 14-year-old flautist
Anirban Bose. Roy is a student
of Don Bosco, Liluah, and has
been taking ‘talim’ from his fa-
ther Lokenath Roy. “It is a hon-
our for me to be able to get this
opportunity to play with Ustad
Shujaat Khan. I have attended
many concerts of his. I am
grateful to the organisers for
giving me this opportunity,”
Roy said. Tabla player Aarchik
Banerjee, son of Pt Subhankar
Banerjee, said, “I had last per-
formed at Dover Lane in 2022
and am glad tobeback.”
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TICKETS TO BE AVAILABLE FROM DEC 25

Veterans & rising stars to unite at
73rd Dover Lane Music Conference

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: In Kolkata, Janu-
ary’s wintry chill feels incom-
plete without the Dover Lane
Music Conference. The much-
anticipated winter soiree con-
tinues to be one of the most
coveted gatherings for musi-
cians worldwide.

Over the years, legends like
Ustad Ali Akbar Khan, Pt. Ravi
Shankar, Bhimsen Joshi and Pt.
Jasraj have graced this stage.
Taking forward the legacy of
this celebrated music festival,
the 73rd edition of the Dover
Lane Music Conference was
announced on Thursday at the
Bengal Club lawn. To be held
from January 22 to 25, 2025, at
Nazrul Mancha, the event will
feature 24 performances.

This year, the Sangeet San-
man will be awarded to Mani-
puri dancer and Padma Shri
recipient Elam Indira Devi. The
conference will pay homage to
stalwarts like Ustad Aashish
Khan, Ustad Rashid Khan and
Ustad Zakir Hussain.

For 14-year-old Anirban

Tl DOVIR

LML MUSIC CONTERENCE

“RIIS“- M.£ET

Sanjay Ghosh, Jyoti Goho, Pt Samar Saha, Ronkini Gupta from
Mumboai, Sanjay Budhia, MD-Patton & Patron-Dover Lane Annual Music
Conference, Master Anirban Roy, Ankita Joshi from Mumbai, Sohini
Roy Chowdhury, Monotosh Mukherjee, General Secretary of Dover
Lane Annual Music Conference and Bhatinda Nath Mustafi, Chairman,
Governing Body of Dover Lane Music Conference at the Press meet of

73rd Dover Lane Annual Music Conference

PIC/MPOST

Roy, the youngest participant,
this marks a dream debut.
Accompanying sitar maestro
Shujaat Khan on the final day,
the prodigy finds it hard to
believe his inclusion in such a
revered platform. “I'm grateful
to the organisers for trusting
me;” said Roy, who has been
playing the flute since the age
of four-and-a-half. Roy has also

been recognised with the Car-
ing Minds International Award
for Young Talents this year.
Sanjay Budhia, patron of
the conference, described its
forever appeal. “The confer-
ence has achieved cult status.
Music enthusiasts from across
the globe come to Kolkata dur-
ing this time. This year, there’s
a beautiful balance of young

talents and seasoned veterans,”
he said. He also stressed the
significance of such events in
preserving the rich tradition of
Indian classical music.

Ankita Joshi, a gifted clas-
sical vocalist and disciple of
Pt. Jasraj, considers her par-
ticipation an emotional mile-
stone. “Performing on the
stage where Guruji once per-
formed is a privilege beyond
words,” she said. Monotosh
Mukherjee, one of the organ-
isers, announced reduced ticket
prices to encourage broader
participation. Tickets will be
available from December 25.
He also highlighted the over-
whelming response to their
All India Talent Search, which
drew an impressive 680 con-
testants. The four-day event
promises mesmerizing per-
formances by sarod maestro
Amaan Ali Bangash, Mohan
Veena virtuoso Viswa Mohan
Bhat, santoor maestro Tarun
Bhattacharya and many oth-
ers, continuing its tradi-
tion of excellence in Indian
classical music.
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Dover Lane Music Conference: Elam
Indira, Anirban Roy chosen for awards

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 19 DECEMEER

At the annmual Dover Lane
Music Conference, scheduled
to take place in January 2025,
the Sangeet Samman Award
will be given to Elam Indira
Devi, Manipurd Dancer.
The Carring Minds Inter-
national Award for Young
Talents, meanwhile, will be
given toMaster Anirban Roy
13 years) for his “incredible
perfomances in Flute”.
This was announced by
Sanjay Budhia, patron of the
Dover Lane Annual Music

Conference at a press meet
in the city on Thursday.

Mr Budhia, speaking to
the media, also observed:
“The conference over the

/73 ANNUAL
THE DOVER LANE MUSIC CONFERENCE &

PRESS MEET
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vears has not only evolved
astheideal portrayal of India’s
rich cultural heritage but
also equally shown thebond-
ing confluence between mus-

cians and music lovers as
we see people from all over
the world visiting Kolkata

only to attend this

conference.”
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Sanjay Ghosh, Jyoti Goho, Pt Samar Saha, Ronkini Gupta from Mumbau, Sanjay Budhia, MD
Patton & Patron-Dover Lane Annual Music Conference, Master Anirban Roy (13 years old
flute player who has been chosen for this year Carring Minds International Award for Young
Talents), Ankita Joshi from Mumbai, Sohini Roy Chowdhury and Monotosh Mukherjee, Gen-
eral Secretary of Dover Lane Annual Music Conference at the Press Meet of 73rd Dover Lane
Annual Music Conference Kolkata.
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Sanjay Ghosh, Jyothoho Pt Samar Saha, Ronkini
Gupta from Mumbai, Sanjay Budhia, MD-Patton &
Patron-Dover Lane Annual Music Conference, Master
Anirban Roy (13 years old flute player who has been
chosen for thisyear Carring Minds International Award
Jor Young Talents), AnKita Joshi from Mumbai, Sohini
Roy Chowdhury, Monotosh Mukherjee, Honorary
General Secretary of Dover Lane Annual Music
Conference and BhatindanathMustafi, Chairman,
Governing Body of Dover Lane Music Conference at the
Press Meet of 73rd Dover Lane Annual Music
Conference--ArijitGanguly
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